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Under ordinary conditions the story of l Robinson
Crusoe ' would be the leading ieature in the work of a
whole \ ear in comparing the English classes with
the German elates I have seen studying ' Robinson
Crusoe I was convinced that the eagerness and interest
was as keen among the children heie as in the German
schools One easily *ees what a wealth of material
there is in the farther development of the story " One
does indeed ' The whole thing must be highly amusing
to the teacher, as ingenious amplifications self-produced
always are that the children too were entertained, one
does not doubt The teacher was probably at her best
in getting by sheer force much out of little she was,
m fact, acting a part and the children were entertained
as at a ?ho\v, cinema or other , but of one thing we may
be sure an utter distaste, a loathing, on the part of the
children ever after, not only for k Robinson Crusoe' but
for every one of the subjects lugged in to illustrate his
adventures We read elsewhere of an apple affording
a text for a hundred lessons, including the making of a
ladder, (in paper), to gather the apples, but, alas, the
eating of the worn-out apple is not suggested' The
author whom we quote for ' Robinson Crusoe ' and whom
we refrain from naming because, as a Greek Chorus might
say, ' we cannot praise,' follows the * Robinson' series
with another interminable series on the Armada

The conscientious, ingenious and laborious teachers
who produce these ' concentration series ' are little aware
that each such lesson is an act of lese inajeste The
children \*ho are capable of and eager for a wide range
of knowledge and literary expression are reduced to
inanities, a lifelong ennui is set up, every approach to
knowledge suggests avenues for boredom, and the
children's minds sicken and perish long before their
school-days come to an end I have pursued this subject
at some length because we, too, believe in ideas as the